














Rider Profile

Christopher Canaris, 10 years old, has been

taking lessons at Spirit for about 4-5 years and

as his mom, Dionne, put it, “almost since Laurie
opened the place!” Dionne’s cousin owns a ranch in
California helping kids with lessons on horseback
and she thought it might be something Chris would
benefit from. When Dionne found out about Spirit at
one of Chris’s group sessions here in Las Vegas, she
signed him up.

Chris loves coming to Spirit for lessons and his
favorite horse used to be Strawberry, but she isn’t

with us anymore. When Buddy came to Spirit,

Chris felt an instant connection. He couldn’t ride

him at first, because Buddy needed to get used to his surroundings. He also had to learn how to be
a gentle, therapeutic riding horse for kids. As soon as that day came, Chris had the honor of being
his first rider. Chris said, “It felt like Buddy and I were friends for a long time. It felt so good to
ride him.”

Chris is also a trophy winner. He won Best Boy Rider at a recent “Shoot-Out™ at the South Point
Arena. This is a competition pairing an adult rider with boys and girls on horseback riding a course
with balloons to “shoot” or prick. Chris received his trophy and was photographed the following
night at an awards ceremony.

Up Coming Bvents at Sgirit Theragles
Tret Up for Sgirit on February %, 2012

§€onsor a Horse at §€Tﬁt

Spirit couldn’t exist without our hard working horses
and you know what? It takes a lot of hay to keep these
guys going . . . plus grain, plus veterinarian care, plus
vitamins (not Flintstone, but the horsie kind), plus tack,
plus hoof care. Wow!

For all that care and attention, it’s only $250 a month
to sponsor 1 therapeutic horse. Don’t you think they’re
worth it for all the joy they give our riders?

To donate, please contact Laurie Willmott at 219-1728
or go to our web site: SpiritTherapies.org Oliver thanks you for your support!



Bug a " (Patch of Shade

For §€Tr)‘t "

Cooler weather is with us now, but you know what the
heat is like during the summer here. In the sun it can be
110 degrees or more! Just imagine how hot it is for rid-
ers, horses, and volunteers with no shade to hide under
and it can be downright dangerous! With shade over the
arena we can even hold lessons in the rain even though
that’s pretty seldom in Las Vegas.

Join our campaign “Buy a Patch of Shade for Spirit!”
One 6” x 6” patch is only $25 and a 12” x 12” patch

is $100. You can have your name painted on the shade
cover over the riding arena at Spirit Therapies so every-
one can see your spirit. Buy patches for your family or
as a memorial to a loved one or as a special holiday gift!

For details on how to
donate check our
website:
SpiritTherapies.org or
call Laurie at 219-1728.

- Gracie
‘the ‘Mini Horse

Gracies

§ter -
¢b Childrens

Book for 6bll ﬁges

Gracie the mini horse at Spirit Therapies now has her
own book. Two volunteers in between lessons at Spirit
starting talking about creating a book about Gracie.
Nancy Pasquale already had the concept for the story
and Mary Grego-Smith used her skills as a computer
designer and illustrator to make the book a reality. It
is available for a $10 donation on the web site: Spirit-
Therapies.org.

trsted by Mery Grego-Smith

Next time you visit Spirit, say hello to our Gracie. She’s
a very special horse even without a book about her.

Horses %ealfng Heroes

Welcome to Spirit, Danny! Retired veteran, Danny
Pritchett was, as he puts it, “vegetating” at home and

in a rut until someone at the VA pointed him towards
Spirit Therapies. He’s only been with Spirit for a couple
months, but he’s been volunteering with lessons, clean-
ing stables, and is presently in training to be an instruc-
tor. Quite a turn-around from sitting around the house
doing nothing!

Danny has quite a bit of experience with horses hav-
ing been a jockey several (?) years ago. He raced at
Santa Anita, Hollywood Park, Nogales in Mexico and
tracks all around the western states. He even did some
rodeo work. If you’ve been in Las Vegas awhile you
may remember Hilltop Stables in Henderson before it
was demolished. That’s where Danny was a stable boy,
jockey, and “jack-of-all-trades.

Here’s Danny and his wife Linda enjoying the
Taste of Spirit dinner and wine samplings

Danny already has a goal for his training and volun-
teering at Spirit. He wants his favorite horse, Oliver,
to be ready to give a lesson to a child by the end of
this year. That’s fantastic, Danny, and we know you
have the “spirit” to make it happen.
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Phone:702-219-1728

Fax: 702-562-9434

Email: horsemom59 @hotmail .com
www.SpiritTherapies.org

YES! I'm going to help Spirit Therapies Therapeutic Horseback Riding Center
remain a vital community resource with my gift of /K)
T

1825 %50 $100 1$250 1$500 % by s
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Apply my gift > The crapuy on QHonselback

(1 In memory/honor of
Attach honoree information to this form so they can be informed of your generous donation.

(1 To the “Patch of Shade for Spirit” campaign. Attach the name or message for your patch to this form.

(1 My employer has a matching gift program and that form is enclosed with this donation.

Charge my Credit Card J Visa [d MC Number Exp. date

Signature

Make your donation on our web site: SpiritTherapies.org or
Mail a check made out to Spirit Therapies and send to:
Spirit Therapies
9140 La Madre
Las Vegas, NV 89149

Spirit Therapies is a 501(c)(3) charity. All gifts are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.
You will receive an acknowledgement letter. Thank you for your generosity.



