
Spirit Therapiesô volunteer 

staff have been helping 

individuals with special 

needs in the Las Vegas area 

since 1995 through its 

therapeutic horseback riding 

program and has been a 

successful independent 

program since 2003.  Many 

local individuals with 

special needs have gained 

physical and mental benefits 

through our special blend of 

horseback riding and 

physical therapy.  Our 

program is the only existing 

program in the Las Vegas 

area that allows individuals 

with special needs to enjoy 

and benefit from the special 

bond between horse and 

rider. 

Therapeutic horseback 

riding is much more than 

just riding around an arena.  

It is a way to discover a 

whole new world of 

a d ve n t u r e ,  f r e e do m, 

responsibility, dignity and 

e xc i t e me n t .   M o r e 

importantly, it provides an 

overwhelming sense of 

a c c o mp l i s h me n t  f o r 

everyone involvedðriders, 

volunteers, caregivers, 

parents, and instructors. 

Sp i r i t  T herap ies  i s 

accredited as a Premier 

Therapeutic Horseback 

R i d i n g  C e n t e r  f o r 

Individuals with  Special 

Needs through NARHA 

(North American Riding for 

t h e  H a n d i c a p p e d 

Association, Inc.). 

We would like to invite you 

to visit our center, meet the 

officers and volunteers, and 

even become involved as a 

volunteer, sponsor an 

NEED YOUR HELPðVOLUNTEERS AND DONORS 

Spirit Therapies needs 

volunteers in various 

capacities: office clerk, data 

entry, web site, board 

members and officers, 

cleaning stalls, grooming 

horses, leading horses, side-

walking horses, cleaning 

tack, training horses, and 

miscellaneous other jobs. 

Spirit Therapies hosts 

severa l  fundraisers 

throughout the year. 

Volunteering to help with 

these events or providing 

donations, either monetary 

or material, for raffles and 

a u c t i o n s  wo u l d  b e 

appreciated. These may 

come from individuals or 

businesses.  

For more information in this 

regard contact Laurie Willmott, 

Executive Director (702) 219-

1728. 
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individual with special 

needs or a horse, or to be-

come a donor. 

We guarantee it will provide 

an overwhelming sense of 

accomplishment. 
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The Knights of Columbus 

invited Laurie Willmott, 

Executive Director to their 29th 

Annual Pasta Dinner Benefit 

for Intellectually Impaired 

Citizens on February 20, 2010.  

Spirit Therapies was a recipient 

of $1600.00 from the Knights 

of Columbus, St. Joseph 

Husband of Mary along with 

other non-profit organizations.  

The event was very nice, 

dinner was excellent, and there 

was good interaction with a lot 

of nice people.  Spirit 

Therapies wishes to thank the 

Knights of Columbus for their 

wonderful donation.  It is 

greatly appreciated. 

communication modes and 

methods and existing to help 

children reach their highest 

potential.  This dynamic 

movement is driven by the 

need to improve early 

intervention, educational 

outcomes and quality of life for 

children who are deaf or hard-

of-hearing.  Spirit Therapies 

presented brochures about our 

organization and was given 

January 22, 2010 Charla Gimp 

and Christy Sherwood, 

volunteers for Spirit Therapies, 

attended Nevada Hands and 

Voicesô support group meeting.  

The group is dedicated to 

supporting families and their 

children who are deaf or hard-

of-hearing.  The organization is 

p a r e n t- d r i v e n ,  p a r e n t /

professional collaborative 

group that is unbiased towards 

time to present and answer 

questions about our therapeutic 

horseback riding program. 

Nevada Hands and Voices may 

be reached at PO Box 570, 

Sparks, NV 89432 or by calling 

(702) 408-7213, 

E - m a i l  a d d r e s s : 

tenaya@nvhandsandvoices.org; 

w e b  s i t e : 

www.nvhandsandvoices.org 
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GRAIN SHED DONATED TO SPIRIT 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

NEVADA HANDS AND VOICES 

Well, Oliver was overwhelmed 

with the response to his email 

and wishes to thank all the 

donors for their generous 

donations.  Spirit Therapies 

received enough money for the 

shed and for additional very 

much needed equipment and 

supplies.  Most of all he 

appreciated the grain being 

moved closer to his stall!! Oliver, Spirit Therapiesô 

newest therapeutic horse and a 

Mustang from the Red Rock 

Conservation Area sent an 

email asking for donations for a 

ñgrain shedò.  The grain shed 

was desired because Spirit 

Therapies needed more room in 

the tack room and the grain 

was being stored in there.  
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Western Veterinary Conference 

provides hands-on/bio-skills 

training in clinical techniques, 

procedures and veterinary 

testing.  A conference was held 

January 14-18, 2010 which 

included testing for veterinary 

hopefuls who were wheel-chair 

bound.  In order for the wheel-

chair bound individual to be 

tested, the Conference needed 

horses that were accustomed to 

having wheelï chair bound 

individuals around them. 

Laurie Willmott, Executive 

Director of Spirit Therapies 

was asked by Rochen Heers, 

D.V.M.,  who performs the 

annual vet checks on Spiritôs 

horses, to bring Strawberry and 

Doit to the conference because 

they were very good with 

wheel-chair bound individuals 

in our therapeutic horseback 

riding program.  Also 

Strawberry was a foundered 

horse with hoof problems and 

Doit was 30 years old.  Part of 

the testing would be to assess 

these horses as they would in a 

routine vet check.  Charla 

Glimp, Volunteer and Laurie 

trailored the two horses to the 

center for the all day testing. 

Laurie and Charla were able to 

meet a lot of the local 

veterinarians who were also on 

the Western Veterinary 

Conferenceôs Board and 

Officers.  It was a very good 

oppor tun i ty fo r  Sp i r i t 

Therapies.   We made a lot of 

good contacts and were able to 

promote Spirit Therapies.  We 

also toured the Oquendo Center 

which is 66,000 sq. ft. 

The Oquendo Center is located 

at 2425 E. Oquendo Road, Las 

Vegas NV 89120.  It is also 

available for conferences and 

class rooms.  For further 

information call (702) 739-

6698. 

MUSTANG/COLT STARTING CLINIC 

WESTERN VETERINARY CONFERENCEôS OQUENDO 

CENTER FOR CLINICAL EDUCATION 

which requires them to train 

and care for Spiritôs horses. Mr. 

Weitekamp was training a five 

year old Mustang from the 

Northern Nevada Wild Horse 

Range for the Norco Extreme 

Mustang Makeover.  The clinic 

gave us insight as to how he 

starts laying the foundation of 

trust, respect and leadership 

that is required for further 

training.  There was question 

and answer periods.  The 

procedures can also be 

implemented in the routine 

t ra in ing of our  o ther 

therapeutic horses. 

Joe is available for colt 

starting, foundation training, 

problem solving, riding lessons 

and also boards horses.  The 

Diamond W. Ranch is located 

at 8425 Jakes Place, Las Vegas, 

NV 89143 phone no. (702)664-

4 3 8 1  e m a i l  a d d r e s s : 

joe@diamondwranch.net 
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Joe Weitekamp of the Diamond 

W. Ranch provided a Mustang/

Colt starting clinic ñWild to 

Mildò at his ranch February 13th 

and 14th, 2010.  Since Spirit 

Therapies therapeutic horseback 

riding center has two Mustangs, 

Oliver and Pablo, Laurie 

Willmott, Executive Director 

and Charla Glimp, Board 

Member/Volunteer took part in 

the clinic.  Charla and Laurie are 

also on the Equine Committee 

for Spirit Therapies,  


